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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

Covid-19 in South Africa 
up to - 28 May 2022
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Analysis: National Surveillance Centre Team (NDoH AMD);  Diagram from Amanda Brewer, NDoH

South Africa: 
National 
hospital 

admissions & 
in-hospital 

deaths

Data up to - 24 May 2022



Longitudinal community experience of Covid-19

• 115,759 nasal swabs from 1,200 people in 
222 households in cohort

• 62% (749/1200) infected by end of Delta wave

• 12% (n=87) Covid+ detected only on serology

• 12% (87/749) acquired more than 1 infection 

• 6 out of 7 (85%) Covid+ had no symptoms

• Household contact infection rate = 24% - no 
difference whether index was symptomatic
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SARS-Cov-2 cases waves: South Africa
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Waves aligned at a 
threshold of 5 cases per 

100,000 population.



Source: Our World in Data; data explorer; Johns Hopkins University COVID-19 Dashboard 

Estimated effective reproduction rate (R) of 
Covid-19 in South Africa

up to - 19 May 2022
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Data source: Department of Health

Average daily tests and proportion of positive tests
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Before 
lockdown

Excess deaths: 
1007

Covid-19 deaths : 2

L5
Excess 
deaths:       
-4,276
Covid-

19 
deaths: 

121

L4
Exces

s 
deaths

:   
-2,794
Covid-

19 
deaths
: 525

L3
Excess deaths: 

33,295
Covid-19 deaths: 

11,008

L2 
Excess 
deaths
: 5,578
Covid-

19 
deaths
: 4,363

L1
Excess deaths: 

27,677
Covid-19 deaths: 

10,581

L3
Excess deaths: 59,966
Covid-19 deaths: 17,430

L3 (readjusted)
Excess deaths: 12,544
Covid-19 deaths: 5,990

L1
Excess deaths:22,484
Covid-19 deaths: 
6,455

L2
Excess deaths:6,728
Covid-19 deaths: 1343

L3
Excess deaths: 7,852
Covid-19 deaths: 2,072

L4: Excess 
deaths: 34,671
Covid-19 deaths: 
9,710

L3
Excess deaths: 39,527
Covid-19 deaths: 
15,263

L2
Excess deaths: 6,050
Covid-19 deaths: 3,002

L1
Excess deaths: 4,287
Covid-19 deaths: 1,410

Source: Bradshaw et al.

Expected & actual all-cause deaths during Covid-19
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6,455
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L1
Excess deaths: 4,287
Covid-19 deaths: 
1,410

Source: Bradshaw et al.

Weekly excess all cause deaths & reported 
Covid-19 deaths

up to – 21 May 2022



Source: Bradshaw et al.

Weekly In-hospital deaths, all reported Covid-19 
deaths and excess deaths 
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Global epidemiology:
Reported cases by country, region 

and the world 
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Data Source: Our World in Data; NICD

Global SARS-CoV-2 cases: Trends
up to - 28 May 2022
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Data Source: Our World in Data; NICD

Cases stratified by continents showing the waves

up to - 28 May 2022
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Data Source: Our World in Data; NICD

Covid-19 cases stratified by country income level

up to - 28 May 2022
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South Africa:
Trends in reported provincial 

SARS-CoV-2 cases
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Province
Population 
per 100,000

 at 7 days 
back

Per 100K at 7 
days back

 at a day 
back

 100K at a 
day back Increase / Decrease

Eastern Cape 67 475 7 318 5 -33%
Free State 29 330 11 206 7 -37%
Gauteng 155 1886 12 1142 7 -39%
KwaZulu Natal 115 821 7 475 4 -42%
Limpopo 59 52 1 50 1 -4%
Mpumalanga 47 180 4 124 3 -31%
North West 41 184 4 141 3 -23%
Northern Cape 13 203 16 130 10 -36%
Western Cape 71 1125 16 856 12 -24%

0 0 0 0 0 0 0%
South Africa 597 5255 9 3442 6 -35%
0 0 0 0 0 0 0%

7 Days Moving Average

up to - 28 May 2022


Sheet1

		Location		Population per 100 K		Seven Days Back		Seven Days Back (per 100K)		A Days Back		A Days Back (per 100K)		Increase / Decrease

		Eastern Cape		67		474.7142857143		7.0495131455		317.5714285714		4.7159397299		-33%

		Free State		29		329.7142857143		11.2572620436		206.4285714286		7.0479825187		-37%

		Gauteng		155		1885.8571428571		12.1761393437		1141.7142857143		7.3715404617		-39%

		KwaZulu Natal		115		820.8571428571		7.1183109866		475.1428571429		4.120344995		-42%

		Limpopo		59		51.8571428571		0.8860632286		49.8571428571		0.8518899912		-4%

		Mpumalanga		47		180.2857142857		3.8524350106		124.2857142857		2.6557990961		-31%

		North West		41		184.4285714286		4.4886062415		141.1428571429		3.4351223599		-23%

		Northern Cape		13		202.8571428571		15.6914711992		129.8571428571		10.0447516338		-36%

		Western Cape		71		1125		15.944462814		856.1428571429		12.1339892882		-24%

		Location		Population per 100 K		Seven Days Back		Seven Days Back (per 100K)		A Days Back		A Days Back (per 100K)		Increase / Decrease

		South Africa		597		5255.4285714286		8.8071447576		3442.1428571429		5.7684068972		-0.3450309884





						7 Days Moving Average

		Province		Population per 100,000		 at 7 days back		Per 100K at 7 days back		 at a day back		 100K at a day back		Increase / Decrease

		Eastern Cape		67		475		7		318		5		-33%

		Free State		29		330		11		206		7		-37%

		Gauteng		155		1886		12		1142		7		-39%

		KwaZulu Natal		115		821		7		475		4		-42%

		Limpopo		59		52		1		50		1		-4%

		Mpumalanga		47		180		4		124		3		-31%

		North West		41		184		4		141		3		-23%

		Northern Cape		13		203		16		130		10		-36%

		Western Cape		71		1125		16		856		12		-24%



		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%

		South Africa		597		5255		9		3442		6		-35%

		0		0		0		0		0		0		0%







Data source: Department of Health; Analysis

Confirmed SARS-Cov-2 cases by province
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 in Gauteng province
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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up to - 24 May 2022

Analysis: National Surveillance Centre Team (NDoH AMD)

Gauteng Hospital Admissions & In-Hospital Deaths
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in KwaZulu-Natal
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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up to - 24 May 2022

Analysis: National Surveillance Centre Team (NDoH AMD)

KwaZulu-Natal Hospital admissions & in-hospital deaths
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in Western Cape
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in Eastern Cape
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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Data source: Department of Health; Analysis: Marothi Letsoalo; Ande Mchunu

SARS-CoV-2 cases in waves: 
Eastern Cape
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in Free State province
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in Northern Cape
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in North West province
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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up to – 28 May 2022
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in Mpumalanga
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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Source of hospital admissions data: Lucille Blumberg, Richard Welch and Waasila Jassat – DATCOV, NICD

SARS-CoV-2 cases in Limpopo province
7-day moving average of new cases, hospital admissions and in-hospital Covid-19 deaths 

up to - 28 May 2022
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